INTRODUCTION                    5
late seventeenth-century^ or early eighteenth-
century flavour, and he experiments technically,
with results which are nearly modern. In
the effect of alliteration, assonance, and dis-
sonance. How beautiful, for instance, is the
effect of the alliteration in this scene from
The Battle of Alcazar :
Enter MULY  MAHAMET with Jlesb  upon Ms
sword.
THE MOOR :
Hold th.ee, Calipolis, feed, and faint no more ;
This flesh I forced from a lioness,
Meat for a princess, for a princess meet:
Learn by her noble stomach, to esteem
Penury plenty in extremest dearth.;
Who, when she saw her foragement bereft,
Pined not in melancholy or childish fear,
But as brave minds are strongest in extremes,
So she, redoubling her former force,
Ranged through the woods, and rent the breeding
vaults
Of proudest savages to save herself.
Feed, then, and faint not, fair Calipolis ;
For rather than fierce Famine shall prevail
To gnaw thine entrails with her thorny teeth,
The conquering lioness shall attend on thee,
And lay huge heaps of slaughtered carcasses,
As bulwarks In her way, to keep her back.